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Week Ending Friday, August 23, 1985 


Farm Situation 





Radio Address to the Nation. 
August 17, 1985 





My fellow Americans: 

August is a happy time for most of us, a 
time of vacations and State fairs. A number 
of America’s farmers will be showing their 
livestock and produce at those fairs, and 
this month they’ll have more to show than 
ever. It’s been another bumper crop year 
on the farms, and that’s good news for 
America’s consumers, but a mixed blessing 
for our farmers. Big crops mean weaker 
prices, and, under current conditions, that 
means more financial strain for some of 
those who grow the food that feeds our 
country. 

It’s no secret that American agriculture is 
facing hard times. And it’s particularly pain- 
ful to know that those affected are among 
our most productive and hard-working citi- 
zens. American farmers are the backbone of 
our country. Their crops and stock and re- 
lated industries account for nearly one-fifth 
of our gross national product and almost 
one-fifth of our exports. 

Now, not all farmers are in trouble; many 
are not. And it’s important to note that 
those whose crops are the beneficiaries of 
governmental programs are worse off than 
those who operate without such assistance. 

Current farm problems arise from a host 
of reasons. There were the shocks of the 
seventies: grain embargoes, double-digit in- 
flation, and record interest rates at 21 per- 
cent. Some farmers borrowed large sums of 
money based on inflated land values, and, 
when we brought inflation down, those 
farmers were left with declining land values 
to cover their loans. But a major contribu- 
tor to the problem is the Federal program 
designed to help farmers. For years now, 
Federal farm programs have distorted the 
market and sent confusing signals to farm- 
ers. Interventionist commodity programs 
have encouraged farmers to produce more 


than the market will bear while attempting 
to prop up prices. Today we find ourselves 
with farmers who grow more than they can 
sell, and the result is low commodity prices 
and a depressed rural economy. And this, in 
spite of how much we’ve spent. 

In 1979, for instance, the Federal Gov- 
ernment was purchasing less than 1 percent 
of all dairy products at a cost of $250 mil- 
lion. Just 4 years later, in 1983, it was pur- 
chasing 12 percent of those products at a 
cost to the taxpayer of well over $2% bil- 
lion a year. And it’s not just the dairy pro- 
gram. From 1981 through this year, we will 
have spent just under $59 billion on farm 
price supports. That’s nearly 3% times what 
we spent from 1976 to 1980. Our adminis- 
tration has spent more on the farm pro- 
gram than any other administration in his- 
tory. If spending more money on agricul- 
ture would solve the problem, we already 
would have solved it by now. 

We’ve got to create a future for the 
farmer that’s every bit as bright as the 
future is for the rest of our economy. A big 
part of that is keeping inflation and interest 
rates down. We’ve made progress on these 
fronts, as you know, and it’s helped farmers 
control their own costs. Farm production 
costs were rising fast in the 1970’s, but now 
they’ve been stable since 1981. 

The other half of the job is to free our- 
selves from the quagmire created by Feder- 
al farm programs. I support long-term poli- 
cies that will enable the American farmer 
to enter the 2lst century stronger than 
ever before. The world market holds the 
potential for increasing opportunities for 
our products, but we must have a farm 
policy that maintains our competitiveness. 
Through our trade policies, we must ensure 
that farmers have full and fair access to all 
foreign markets. That is one of the Federal 
Government’s greatest responsibilities; an- 
other is to provide stability in programs. 
Much of the farm problem stems from the 
past practice of lurching from one emer- 
gency program to another, coming up with 
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so-called solutions that never solve any- 
thing. 

The answer to our farm problems cannot 
be found in sticking with discredited pro- 
grams and increasing government controls. 
The answer can only be found in our ability 
to help our entire agriculture industry stand 
on its own feet again. You know, this coun- 
try is nothing without the farmer, and those 
who work the land have the right to know 
that there’s a future in farming. Their chil- 
dren have the right to know that they'll still 
be able to work the family farm generations 
from now and make a decent living. 

The law governing our farm program ex- 
pires September 30th. I’m eager to sign his- 
toric legislation that will put American agri- 
culture on a sound course for the future. In 
writing farm legislation, I expect the Con- 
gress to stay within its own budget goals. I 
need your help to send Congress an unmis- 
takable message that change in our farm 
policy is not only desired, but essential. 

Until next week, thanks for listening, and 
God bless you. 


Note: The President spoke at 9:06 a.m. from 
Rancho del Cielo, his ranch near Santa Bar- 
bara, CA. 


United States Ambassador to Paraguay 





Nomination of Clyde D. Taylor. 
August 19, 1985 





The President today announced his inten- 
tion to nominate Clyde D. Taylor, of Mary- 
land, a career member of the Senior For- 
eign Service, Class of Minister-Counselor, as 
Ambassador to the Republic of Paraguay. 
He would succeed Arthur H. Davis, Jr. 

Mr. Taylor worked at Americans United 
as director of the film department in Wash- 
ington, DC, from 1959 to 1961. He joined 
the Foreign Service as a junior officer in 
1961. He served from 1962 to 1964 in the 
Bureau of Security and Consular Affairs. In 
1964 he went to the U.S. Embassy in 
Panama as vice consul and served there 
until 1966, when he became economic/ 
commercial officer at the U.S. Embassy in 
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Canberra, Australia. He returned to the De- 
partment in 1968 as an international econo- 
mist in the Commodities, Industrial and 
Strategic Materials Division of the Bureau 
of Economic Affairs. He then became chief 
of the economic and commercial section of 
the U.S. Embassy in San Salvador, El Salva- 
dor, from 1972 to 1975. In 1975 Mr. Taylor 
went to the U.S. Embassy in Tehran, Iran, 
as economic development and financial offi- 
cer, where he served until 1979 when he 
became acting counselor for economic and 
commercial affairs in Tehran. From 1979 to 
1980, he attended the National War Col- 
lege. In July 1980, he became Director of 
the Office of Program Management in the 
Bureau of International Narcotics Matters 
and in November of 1980 was named 
Deputy Assistant Secretary in that Bureau, 
where he has served until the present time. 

Mr. Taylor was born September 30, 1937, 
in Colombia, South America (American par- 
ents). He received his B.A. in 1959 from 
Wheaton College and his M.A. in 1961 from 
American University. His foreign language 
is Spanish. Mr. Taylor is married to the 
former Virginia L. Lundberg, and they 
have two children. 


United States Ambassador to Botswana 





Nomination of Natale H. Bellocchi. 
August 19, 1985 





The President today announced his inten- 
tion to nominate Natale H. Bellocchi, of 
New York, a career member of the Senior 
Foreign Service, Class of Minister-Counsel- 
or, as Ambassador to the Republic of Bot- 
swana. He would succeed Theodore C. 
Maino. 

After graduating from Georgia Tech, Mr. 
Bellocchi worked as an industrial engineer 
at the Burlington Mills Corp. in Allentown, 
PA, from 1948 to 1950. He joined the For- 
eign Service as a diplomatic courier in 
1955. From 1960 to 1961, he was an admin- 
istrative assistant in Hong Kong. From 1961 
to 1963, he served as general services offi- 
cer in Vientiane, Laos. He took Chinese lan- 
guage training in Taichung, Taiwan, from 
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1963 to 1964 and then became assistant 
commercial attaché in Taipei, Taiwan, 
where he served until 1968. From 1968 to 
1969, he was chief of the commercial unit 
in Hong Kong. He returned to Washington 
in 1970 to take economic training. From 
1971 to 1972, he was commercial attaché in 
Saigon, Vietnam, and from 1973 to 1974, he 
was commercial counselor in Tokyo, Japan. 
He attended the senior seminar in Washing- 
ton, DC, from 1974 to 1975 and thereafter 
was detailed as a special assistant in OASIA, 
Department of the Treasury, Washington, 
DC. Mr. Bellocchi then went to New Delhi, 
India, as economic counselor until 1979, 
when he returned to Hong Kong as deputy 
principal officer. From 1981 to the present, 
he has been Deputy Assistant Secretary of 
State for Current Analysis in the Bureau of 
Intelligence and Research. 

Mr. Bellocchi was born July 5, 1926, in 
Little Falls, NY. He received his B.S. in 
1948 from Georgia Tech (industrial man- 
agement) and his M.A. in 1954 from 
Georgetown University. He served in the 
United States Army from 1950 to 1953. His 
foreign language is Chinese-Mandarin. Mr. 
Bellocchi is married to Sujr (Lilan) Liu, and 
they have two children. 


Retirement of Senator Paul Laxalt of 
Nevada 





Statement by the President. 
August 19, 1985 





It was with sincere regret that I learned 
of Paul Laxalt’s decision to retire from the 
Senate after 12 years of honorable service. 
Paul Laxalt has been a dedicated public 
servant who has given more than 20 years 
of his life serving the people of Nevada and 
this nation, first as cCistrict attorney of 
Ormsby County, then as Lieutenant Gover- 
nor, then as Governor, and now as U.S. Sen- 
ator from Nevada. His friendship and sup- 
port have been invaluable to me over the 
years. 

Senator Laxalt has agreed at my request 
to remain as general chairman of the Re- 
publican National Committee through 1988, 


and I will continue to rely on Paul’s advice 
and counsel in the years ahead. 

Nancy and I offer our thanks and best 
wishes to Paul and Carol as they continue 
to serve the people of Nevada, and in their 
future endeavors. 


Antisatellite Weapons Testing 





Statement by the Principal Deputy Press 
Secretary to the President. August 20, 1985 





The President today submitted to the 
Congress, in accordance with the 1985 De- 
partment of Defense Authorization Act, the 
certification required by the Congress prior 
to a test against an object in space of the 
nonnuclear miniature vehicle antisatellite 
(ASAT) system which is now in develop- 
ment. The miniature vehicle is launched 
from an F-15 aircraft. In the certification, 
the President attests to the Congress that: 

—The United States is endeavoring in 
good faith to negotiate with the Soviet 
Union a mutual and verifiable agree- 
ment with the strictest possible limita- 
tions on antisatellite weapons consistent 
with the national security interests of 
the United States; 

—Pending agreement on such strict limi- 
tations, testing against objects in space 
of the F-15-launched miniature homing 
vehicle ASAT warhead is necessary to 
avert clear and irrevocable harm to the 
national security; 

—Such testing would not constitute an ir- 
reversible step that would gravely 
impair prospects for negotiations on 
antisatellite weapons; 

—Such testing is fully consistent with the 
rights and obligations of the United 
States under the 1972 antiballistic mis- 
sile treaty, as those rights and obliga- 
tions exist at the time of testing. 

The Soviet Union has for many years had 
the world’s only operational antisatellite 
system. There is also a growing threat from 
present and prospective Soviet satellites 
which are designed to support directly the 
U.S.S.R.’s_ terrestrial forces. The United 
States must develop its own ASAT capabil- 
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ity in order to deter Soviet threats to U.S. 
and allied space systems and, within such 
limits imposed by international law, to deny 
any adversary advantages arising from the 
offensive use of space-based systems which 
could undermine deterrence. Systematic, 
continued testing is necessary for us to be 
able to proceed with ASAT development 
and finally to validate operational capabil- 
ity, in order to restore the necessary mili- 
tary balance in this area. 

A number of serious problems, including 
definitional and monitoring difficulties plus 
the need to counter existing Soviet target- 
ing satellites, contribute to the conclusion 
that a comprehensive ban on development, 
testing, deployment, and use of all means of 
countering satellites is not verifiable or in 
our national security interest. Moreover, no 
arrangements or agreements beyond those 
already governing military activities in 
outer space have been found to date that 
are judged to be in the overall interest of 
the United States and its allies and that 
meet the congressionally mandated require- 
ments of verifiability and consistency with 
the national security. We will continue to 
study possible ASAT limitations in good 
faith to see whether such limitations are 
consistent with the national security inter- 
ests of the United States. 

The United States is presently engaged in 
negotiations with the Soviet Union at 
Geneva on nuclear arms reductions, de- 
fense and space issues. We believe that 
ASAT testing can constitute an incentive to 
the Soviet Union to reach agreements on a 
wide range of issues. 


National Highway Safety Advisory 
Committee 





Appointment of 13 Members. 
August 21, 1985 





The President today announced his inten- 
tion to appoint the following individuals to 
be members of the National Highway 
Safety Advisory Committee for the terms 
indicated: 

For a term expiring March 15, 1987: 


Cecelia K. Bros will succeed Joanne Corday Koz- 
berg. She is president of the American Ethnic 
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League United Hungarian Fund in Washing- 
ton, DC. She was born March 1, 1934, in Jyor, 
Hungary, and now resides in Springfield, VA. 

Frederick Edward (Fritz) Hitchcock, Jr., will 
succeed Michael L. Johnson. He is owner and 
operator of several new car dealerships in the 
city of Industry, CA. He was born October 24, 
1939, in Des Moines, IA, and now resides in 
Palos Verdes Estates, CA. 


Candy Lightner will succeed Stanley J. Preebe. 
She is president and chief executive officer of 
M.A.D.D. (Mothers Against Drunk Drivers). 
She was born May 30, 1946, in Pasadena, CA, 
and now resides in Arlington, TX. 


Frank E. (Gene) Raper will succeed Russell I. 
Brown. He is president of the United Packag- 
ing Corp. He was born January 18, 1946, in 
Portsmouth, VA, and now resides in Hacienda 
Heights, CA. 


John F. Sammons, Jr., will succeed William B. 
Snyder. He is mayor of the city of Temple, TX, 
and president of Temple Supply Co. He was 
born June 21, 1949, in Temple, TX, and still 
resides in Temple. 


For a term expiring March 15, 1988: 


Thom L. Holmes will succeed Paul R. Meyer, Jr. 
He is president and chief executive officer of 
HJT Industries and Associates. He was born 
January 30, 1946, in Texarkana, AR, and cur- 
rently resides in Los Angeles, CA. 


Eric Harrison Jostrom will succeed Harold 
Coker. He is vice president of Eaton Vance 
Management. He was born March 1, 1942, in 
Newton, MA, and currently resides in Essex, 
MA. 


Vern McCarthy, Jr., will succeed Michael J. 
Hermreck. He is president of Vern McCarthy, 
Ltd. He was born May 12, 1927, in Melrose 
Park, IL, and currently resides in Oak Brook, 
H.. 


Thomas G. McGuire will succeed Henry Edward 
Hudson. He is the retired chairman of the 
board of Industrial Indemnity Insurance. He 
was born March 15, 1907, in Santa Rosa, CA, 
and currently resides in Borrego Springs, CA. 

Andrew S. Natsios will succeed Lexie E. Herrin. 
He is chairman of the Massachusetts State Re- 
publican Committee. He was born September 
22, 1949, in Philadelphia, PA, and currently 
resides in Holliston, MA. 

Edward F. Reilly, Jr., will succeed Evie Teegen. 
He is a Kansas State senator. He was born 
March 24, 1937, in Leavenworth, KS, and cur- 
rently resides in Leavenworth. 

Oswaldo Gonzalez Rodriguez will succeed 
Walter W. Gray. He is the owner of Comput 
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Income, Inc. He was born December 26, 1932, 
in Cardenas, Cuba, and currently resides in 
West New York, NJ. 

A. Starke Taylor, Jr. will succeed John A. 
Kraeutler. He is the mayor of Dallas, TX. He 
was born July 2, 1922, in Paris, TX, and cur- 
rently resides in Dallas, TX. 


United States Ambassador to Jamaica 





Nomination of Michael Sotirhos. 
August 22, 1985 





The President today announced his inten- 
tion to nominate Michael Sotirhos as Am- 
bassador of the United States of America to 
Jamaica. He would succeed William Alexan- 
der Hewitt. 

Mr. Sotirhos began his career as a partner 
with Ariston Sales Co., Ltd., New York, NY, 
in 1948. In 1958 he became founder and 
chairman of Ariston Interior Designers, 
Inc., of New York, and in 1983 became 
chairman of the board and consultant. In 
1973-1975 Mr. Sotirhos was a member of 
the National Voluntary Service Advisory 
Council and Chairman of the International 
Operations Committee, Peace Corps. In 
1976 he served as a member of the Nation- 
al Advisory Council of the Small Business 
Administration. He has also been chairman 
of the National Republican Heritage Groups 
Council. In 1983 he received the Man of 
the Year Award from the National Republi- 
can Heritage Groups Council. 

Mr. Sotirhos was born November 12, 
1928, in New York. He received his B.B.A. 
in 1950 from the City College of New York, 
Bernard M. Baruch School of Business and 
Civic Administration. His foreign languages 
are Greek and Spanish. Mr. Sotirhos is mar- 
ried to the former Estelle Manos, and they 
have two children. 


United States Ambassador to Uganda 





Nomination of Robert G. Houdek. 
August 22, 1985 





The President today announced his inten- 
tion to nominate Robert G. Houdek, a 


career member of the Senior Foreign Serv- 
ice, Class of Minister-Counselor, as Ambas- 
sador of the United States of America to the 
Republic of Uganda. He would succeed 
Allen Clayton Davis. 


Mr. Houdek entered the Foreign Service 
in 1962. In 1963-1965 he was a junior offi- 
cer trainee at our Embassy in Brussels, Bel- 
gium. He served as political officer in Con- 
akry, Guinea, in 1965-1967 and then re- 
turned to the Department as a staff officer 
in the Executive Secretariat in 1967-1969. 
Mr. Houdek then went to the National Se- 
curity Council as a special assistant to the 
national security adviser in 1969-1971. He 
attended the Woodrow Wilson School as a 
Mid-Career fellow at Princeton University 
in 1971-1972. In 1972 he became deputy 
chief of mission at our Embassy in Free- 
town, Sierra Leone, where he served until 
1976 when he went to Jamaica as political 
counselor. In 1976 he served as Deputy Di- 
rector of the Office of West African Affairs 
in the Department and then Director of the 
Office of Intra-African Affairs in 1978-1980. 
In 1980 he became deputy chief of mission 
in Nairobi, Kenya, where he served until 
1984 when he returned to the Department 
as a member of the executive seminar in 
national and international affairs. 


Mr. Houdek was born February 26, 1940, 
in Chicago, IL. He received his B.A. in 1961 
from Beloit College and his M.A. in 1962 
from the Fletcher School of Law and Diplo- 
macy. His foreign language is French. Mr. 
Houdek is married to the former Mary Eliz- 
abeth Wood, and they have two children. 


United States Ambassador to 
Luxembourg 





Nomination of Jean Broward Shevlin 
Gerard. August 22, 1985 





The President today announced his inten- 
tion to nominate Jean Broward Shevlin 
Gerard to be Ambassador of the United 
States of America to Luxembourg. She 
would succeed John E. Dolibois. 

Mrs. Gerard began her career as an attor- 
ney with Cadwalader, Wickersham & Taft 
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in New York in 1977-1981. In 1981 she was 
named the United States Permanent Repre- 
sentative to the United Nations Education- 
al, Scientific, and Cultural Organization at 
Paris, France, and accorded the rank of 
Ambassador by the President during the 
tenure of her service in this position. In 
1982-1985 she was U.S. member of the Ex- 
ecutive Board of UNESCO and vice presi- 
dent of the Board in 1983-1985. In 1984 
she served as chairman of the U.S. delega- 
tion at the preparatory conference for the 
1985 United Nations Decade for Women 
World Conference in Vienna, Austria. In 
1983 Mrs. Gerard was chairman of the U.S. 
delegation to the 4th Extraordinary 
UNESCO General Conference in Paris, 
France, and vice chairman of the U.S. dele- 
gation to the 22d UNESCO General Confer- 
ence in Paris. She was chairman of the U.S. 
delegation to the 2d UNESCO Conference 
on World Cultural Policies in Mexico City 
in 1982. 

Mrs. Gerard was born March 9, 1938, in 
Portland, OR. She received her A.B. in 
1959 from Vassar College and her J.D. in 
1977 from Fordham University School of 
Law. Her foreign languages are French, 
Italian, and German. Mrs. Gerard is married 
to James Watson Gerard II, and they have 
two children. 


United States Advisory Commission on 
Public Diplomacy 





Nomination of Edwin J. Feulner, Jr., To Be 
a Member, and Designation as Chairman. 
August 22, 1985 





The President today announced his inten- 
-tion to nominate Edwin J. Feulner, Jr., to 
be a member of the United States Advisory 
Commission on Public Diplomacy for a 
term expiring July 1, 1988. This is a reap- 
pointment. The President also intends to 
redesignate Mr. Feulner as Chairman upon 
his confirmation by the Senate. 


Since 1977 Mr. Feulner has been serving 
as president of the Heritage Foundation. 
Previously, he was executive vice president 
of the Heritage Foundation in 1977; execu- 
tive director, the Republican Study Com- 
mittee, U.S. House of Representatives, in 
1974-1977; president of the Robert M. 
Schuchman Memorial Foundation in 1973- 
1974; legislative assistant, administrative as- 
sistant, and special assistant to Representa- 
tive Philip M. Crane in 1970-1977. 

He graduated from Regis College (B.S., 
1963) and the Wharton School, University 
of Pennsylvania (M.B.A., 1974). He is mar- 
ried, has two children, and resides in Alex- 
andria, VA. He was born August 12, 1941, 
in Chicago, IL. 


Los Angeles, California 





Remarks at a State Republican Party 
Fundraising Dinner. August 22, 1985 





Governor Deukmejian, Members of the 
Congress who are here, Chairman Antono- 
vich, ladies and gentlemen, and a special 
thanks to Margaret Brock for all she’s done 
to make this the successful dinner that it is. 

And I’m more than a little overwhelmed 
now that I know that that building is— 
what’s its name is going to be. Up until 
now, the only thing named after me was a 
pub in Ballyporeen, Ireland. [Laughter] 
Now you're going to make me respectable. 
[Laughter] 

Well, California is always in the forefront 
of new trends, and perhaps this idea of a 
before-dinner speech—I’ll make it a short 
one, though—will catch on. I was happy to 
see our friend John Gavin, our Ambassador 
to Mexico, and Jack, as you know, has done 
a superlative job there. I think he’s one of 
the best Ambassadors this country has ever 
had, and we’re enormously pleased that 
he’s going to stay on in his post and contin- 
ue his great work. 

I can’t tell you how much of a pleasure it 
is for Nancy and me to be here with old 
friends and back in California. I’ve told 
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Margaret Thatcher on several occasions that 
if only their people had come across the 
other ocean first, the Capitol would be in 
California. [Laughter] 

This is the first time that I’ve been with 
many of you since spending a little time in 
Bethesda, and Nancy and I want you to 
know how much your prayers and well- 
wishes and good wishes meant to us. We sat 
together and read many of the get well 
cards that you sent. Knowing you were with 
us in spirit was the best medicine of all. 
Some of those cards were pretty special and 
pretty memorable. Just one in particular 
said, “Dear Mr. President, I was very con- 
cerned to hear that the doctors took two 
feet out of your inner workings. How did 
those two feet get in there?” [Laughter] 

This was my second serious visit to the 
hospital since getting to Washington, and 
I’m not a bit discouraged or anything about 
it. My father told me that optimism, and as 
Duke pointed out just a few moments ago, 
is something that is probably a part of my 
Irish heritage. As a matter of fact, there’s a 
story that illustrates that. You knew that I’d 
get around to telling a story, didn’t you? 
[Laughter] Had to do with a young Irish- 
man that was bandaged from toes to nose as 
a result of an accident, couldn’t move a 
muscle. He was in court suing, and he won 
the suit for $4 million. And the lawyers for 
the insurance company went over immedi- 
ately afterward, and they said, “You're not 
going to enjoy a penny of this. We know 
you're faking. We’re going to follow you 24 
hours a day, and the first time you move, 
we'll have you.” And he said, “Will you 
now? Well, let me tell you what’s going to 
happen to me. In a few minutes, they’re 
coming in with a stretcher. They’re taking 
me out of here and downstairs, they’re put- 
ting me in an ambulance. We're going 
straight to Kennedy Airport. There, on the 
stretcher, they’re putting me in an airplane, 
and we're flying straight to Paris, France. 
They’re taking me off the plane on a 
stretcher, putting me in another ambu- 
lance, and we’re driving straight to the 
Shrine of Lourdes. And there, you’re going 
to see the greatest miracle you ever—{in- 
audible).” [Laughter] 

Seriously, though, I am feeling fine. And 
when we get back to Washington, there’s 
going to be full steam ahead. And if we’re 


going to succeed, we’ll need your help. I 
can count on you, can’t IP [Applause] I was 
hoping you'd do that. 

We've been through a great many politi- 
cal battles together. Mike Antonovich and 
Pat Nolan were just kids back in those days 
when I was making my first run for the 
Governor’s office. They were walking pre- 
cincts for Youth for Reagan. And they 
called their gang the Brown-is-Out-to- 
Lunch Bunch. [Laughter] I’ve still got the 
T-shirt they gave me. 

Well, now those same young people are 
assuming leadership positions in State gov- 
ernment and some hold positions of respon- 
sibility in-our administration in Washington. 
Perhaps the most heartening development 
in recent years is that today’s crop of young 
people is turning to our party as never 
before. I used to say—sometimes discour- 
aged back in an earlier time—that every 
time I went to a Republican affair, I 
thought the only young people there looked 
like they couldn’t join anything else. 
[Laughter] But not anymore. In that ’84 
campaign, all the way across the country 
and on a great many campuses—and I 
could remember when if I went to a 
campus, I started a riot—but this time, to 
see them all filled with energy and idealism 
at our Republican rallies all across America. 

Young voters will continue supporting us 
as long as we offer the way to a better 
future. As long as we’re the can-do party 
with an agenda for an opportunity-filled to- 
morrow, the party with a positive strategy 
for freedom and growth. 

And today the Republican Party is the 
party of the open door. Here in California, 
as in other States, we’re reaching out to 
Asians, Hispanics, blacks; and it’s making a 
difference. I know, for example, that a big 
factor in Bob Dornan’s race for Congress 
was his going to the Hispanic community 
even though he was told why they belong 
to the other party. Well, they got almost 50 
percent of the Hispanic vote. 

Inroads are being made in the Asian com- 
munity. You see, the other party looks at all 
those groups and others and says they’re 
ethnic groups. Well, we look at them, and 
we see Americans. More and more Demo- 
crats are realizing they have more in 
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common with our goals than those targeted 
with the leadership of their own party. 

And today we’re a major political force 
for change in America. That’s evident by 
the teriffic job that Governor Deukmejian is 
doing here in California. And, believe me, 
we're seeing it all across the country. Now, 
I hope, indeed, I know, that all of you are 
going to do your best to reelect him next 
year, and I'll bet I know what his wish 
would be if he were blowing out birthday 
candles right now. It would be: Send him a 
legislature that he can work with—more 
Republicans. And while you’re at it, why 
not send another Republican to Washington 
as a Senator to join the Republican Senator 
we already have there. 

Now, I hear there are quite a few people 
interested in the job—{laughter|—and 
there’s nothing wrong with that. And I’m 
sure that practically any one of them would 
be an improvement. [Laughter] But may I 
make a suggestion? Twenty years ago our 
party in California gave a priceless gift to 
Republicans everywhere—the llth com- 
mandment: “Thou shalt not speak ill of an- 
other Republican.” Have a spirited primary, 
but don’t campaign against each other. 
Campaign against the incumbent and then 
stand united behind our party’s choice. And 
I mean, not just talk about, as we have 
maybe for too many years, but let’s go back 
to what it was like in that first year, 20 years 
ago, when the candidates themselves 
pledged to observe it and when Republican 
groups and organizations like the Federated 
Women said they would only support a 
candidate who subscribed to the 11th com- 
mandment. Let’s bring that back and do it 
again, and maybe this time it will catch on 
all over the country. I’ve been trying to 
spread the word about it for a long time, 
and we'll get them everyplace. 

By being here tonight, ycu’re contribut- 
ing to a registration drive that will give 
Governor Deukmejian the leverage he 
needs up in Sacramento to help us build a 
new coalition for opportunity and freedom. 
The other side would like to believe that 
our victory last November was due to, oh, 
something other than our philosophy or 
anything of that kind. They talked about 
personalities and things like that. I just 
hope they keep believing that. There’s a 
change happening in America. Realignment 
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is real. What the American people see is 
that the other party just keeps going in cir- 
cles. And that’s just like, you know, when 
you get lost in the woods; if every time you 
come to a decision you lean to the left, you 
will wind up going in circles. [Laughter] 

Now, in contrast, we’re going forward 
with confidence and with gusto. Gusto— 
that’s Republican for vigor. You'll remem- 
ber vigor back a couple of administrations 
ago. [Laughter] We’re not going to stop till 
we get the job done. Now, I know that 
some of the same people who thought that 
we would be co-opted by the permanent 
Government when we got to Washington a 
little over 4% years ago now think that the 
second term is going to be little more than 
a holding action. Well, let me clear that up. 
Yes, we’re proud of what we’ve accom- 
plished so far, but we’ve got an agenda for 
the next few years and to borrow a phrase 
from that ’84 campaign, “You ain’t seen 
nothin’ yet.” 

This fall we’re going to campaign for the 
most extensive tax overhaul this country has 
had since the 1920’s. It will bring down the 
rates and close the loopholes. It'll be fair. 
And once in place, it will energize our 
economy, spurring investment and enter- 
prise. People will have an incentive to 
channel their resources into job-creating 
businesses and commercial investment, 
rather than nonproductive shelters and tax 
dodges. We’re going to take our case direct- 
ly to the people. It’s a choice between the 
special interest and the general interest. 
This is a big one, and with your help, we’re 
going to win it for America. 

Looking to the future, we’re moving for- 
ward with research on a project that offers 
us a way out of our nuclear dilemma—the 
one that has confounded mankind for four 
decades now. The Strategic Defense Initia- 
tive research program offers us the hope of 
protecting ourselves and our allies from a 
nuclear ballistic missile attack. This will 
permit us to shift our focus to saving lives, 
rather than avenging them. We seek an 
antinuclear shield, using technology to 
make us safer. Our success will be meas- 
ured by the number of people we can save, 
not destroy. 

We keep hearing some self-declared ex- 
perts and some of those blame-America-first 
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crowd saying that our SDI concept is unfea- 
sible and a waste of money. Well, if that’s 
true, why are the Soviets so upset about it? 
As a matter of fact, why are they investing 
so many rubles of their own in the same 
technologies? 


One of the reasons the American people 
have turned to us is that we don’t waiver 
from our commitment to do what’s neces- 
sary to keep our country safe and to secure 
the blessings of liberty for our children and 
our children’s children. That is the Republi- 
can goal, and nowhere is this clearer than 
in Central America. We’ve turned around a 
desperate situation in these last 4% years. 


One of the proudest accomplishments of 
this administration has happened slowly and 
quietly with little recognition. When we 
first got to Washington the question we 
heard everywhere was, “Will El Salvador 
fall to the Communists?” Well, today the 
question is, “Will democracy win in Nicara- 
guaP” And tomorrow the question will be, 
“How soon?” 

We've held firm. We'll continue to do 
what needs to be done to protect our coun- 
try’s security and help the people of Cen- 
tral America build free, prosperous, and 
democratic countries. Today we have so 
many reasons to be grateful. Nancy and I 
have said a few prayers of thanks in these 
last few weeks, but all of us can be thankful 
that we’re citizens of this blessed land. 


I want to thank all of you for what you’re 
doing to keep it the good and decent land 
that God intended it to be. And I’m sorry 
we can’t spend the rest of the evening here 
with you, but I appreciate—and I know 
Nancy does—this opportunity, at least for 
this limited time, to be here with you. Just 
seeing you here like this makes me sure 
we'll preserve this last best hope of man on 
Earth. 


God bless you all. Thank you all for all 
you're doing. 


Note: The President spoke at 6:40 p.m. at 
the Century Plaza Hotel. He remained at 
the hotel overnight. 
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Proclamation 5364. August 23, 1985 





By the President of the United States 
of America 


A Proclamation 


Women’s Equality Day is celebrated each 
year on August 26 because it was on that 
day in 1920 that the 19th Amendment, 
guaranteeing women the right to vote, 
became part of our Constitution. This was 
an accomplishment of great practical and 
symbolic importance, since it recognized 
women as full participants in our democrat- 
ic system of self-government. 

The adoption of the 19th Amendment 
was a tremendous victory for the ideals of 
democracy, but its consequences have not 
been confined to our political system. In 
every field of endeavor, women have made 
notable contributions to our national life. 
Their achievements have shown that Amer- 
ica’s women are a tremendous human re- 
source for our Nation—an inexhaustible re- 
serve of talent, imagination, and ambition. 

Today, women have an_ unparalleled 
degree of opportunity to decide what they 
want to achieve in their lives. Whether they 
devote themselves to raising families or to 
pursuing careers, their contributions to 
America are leaving an indelible mark on 
our Nation’s life. In the years ahead, their 
accomplishments will continue to shape 
profoundly our Nation’s destiny. 

Now, Therefore, I, Ronald Reagan, Presi- 
dent of the United States of America, do 
hereby proclaim August 26, 1985, as 
Women’s Equality Day. I call upon all 
Americans to mark this occasion with ap- 
propriate observances. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this twenty-third day of August, in 
the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and 
eighty-five, and of the Independence of the 
United States of America the two hundred 
and tenth. 

Ronald Reagan 
[Filed with the Office of the Federal Regis- 
ter, 11:31 a.m., August 23, 1985] 
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Digest of Other 
White House Announcements 





The following list includes the President’s 
public schedule and other items of general 
interest announced by the Office of the 
Press Secretary and not included elsewhere 
in this issue. 


Checklist—Continued 
Released August 22 
Advance text: 


Remarks at a California Republican Party 
fundraising dinner in Los Angeles 





August 18 

The President spoke by telephone with 
Senator Paul Laxalt of Nevada, who in- 
formed the President of his plans to retire. 


August 19 

The White House announced that the 
President has invited Soviet Foreign Minis- 
ter Eduard Shevardnadze to a meeting at 
the White House on September 27, and the 
Foreign Minister has accepted. The meet- 
ing will review all areas of our relations and 
will help prepare for the President’s meet- 
ing with General Secretary Mikhail S. Gor- 
bachev in November. Among those partici- 
pating from the U‘S. side will be Secretary 
of State George P. Shultz and Assistant to 
the President for National Security Affairs 
Robert C. McFarlane. 





Nominations 
Submitted to the Senate 





Note: No nominations were submitted to the 
Senate during the period covered by this 
issue. 








Checklist 
of White House Press Releases 





The following list contains releases of the 
Office of the Press Secretary which are not 
included in this issue. 





Released August 20 


Statement: 

Gross national product estimates for second 
quarter—by Larry M. Speakes, Principal 
Deputy Press Secretary to the President 
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Acts Approved 
by the President 





Approved August 15 ' 


H.R. 2577 / Public Law 99-88 
Supplemental Appropriations Act, 1985. 


H.R. 2908 / Public Law 99-89 
Indian Education Technical Amendments 
Act of 1985. 


SJ. Res. 98 / Public Law 99-90 

A joint resolution condemning the passage 
of Resolution 3379, in the United Nations 
General Assembly on November 10, 1975, 
and urging the United States Ambassador 
and United States delegation to take all ap- 
propriate actions necessary to erase this 
shameful resolution from the record of the 
United Nations. 


S. 1147 / Public Law 99-91 
Orphan Drug Amendments of 1985. 


Approved August 16 } 


H.R. 2370 / Public Law 99-92 
Nurse Education Amendments of 1985. 


H.R. 2068 / Public Law 99-93 
Foreign Relations Authorization Act, Fiscal 
Years 1986 and 1987. 


1 These acts were not received in time for 
inclusion in last week’s issue. 
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Editor’s Note 





The President was at Rancho del Cielo, his 
ranch near Santa Barbara, CA, on August 
23, the closing date of this issue. Releases 
and announcements issued by the Office of 
the Press Secretary, but not received by the 
Office of the Federal Register in time for 
inclusion in this issue, will be printed next 
week. 
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